Disrupting Homophobia: Strategies & Resources for LGBTQ Friends, Families & Allies


Gender Filtering Activity

Write a 1-2 paragraph story about an experience you’ve had with someone in your life.  

Find a partner and read your story. Measure how much time it takes to read your story. 

Listen to partner’s story and time it.

Retell your story by omitting/replacing any words that reference gender. For example, do 

not use he/she, him/her, man/woman, or names that are associated with a specific 

gender. Measure how long it takes to retell story. Calculate the time difference.

Questions for storyteller:   How was it different for you the first and the second time?

   What did it feel like?

Questions for audience:    What did you notice?

   What did you feel?

Group Debrief Questions: How did you feel doing this activity? 

   What was the purpose of this activity?

“Words Matter: Terminology Match Up
Find someone that has your matching terminology.

As a group read off terms and definitions.

“I just want to say” Video, by GLSEN
After video write: I think . . .  and I feel . . .

Underline one sentence.

Stand when finished. When all at table are standing, each member at table reads their sentence.

Poway Students Win Lawsuit

Break: During break please read the article assigned to your table.

Jigsaw Handouts

	    How Homophobia Hurts Everyone

    GLSEN 10 Strategies for Combating Homophobia

    GLSEN National Climate Survey

    What do we say when we hear faggot
	AB537

I kept quiet and lost my job anyway

School’s Out

Break the Silence


Debrief handout with your table:
What is the handout/article about?

What should others know about this article?

What did the article make you think about?

How could you use this in your classes?

Jigsaw: Number off and move to new table.  


Share the answers to the above questions in two minutes.   

Art Walk:

Community members respond to articles on post it notes and post on chart paper:

What did the articles make you think about?

What would you want others to know about your article?

What questions are you left with?

What is something you learned?

Closing: Coke & Oil

Write on a yellow sheet of paper: 

1. A step I will take … or My next step will be …

2. What do you still need?

Turn yellow paper in to us. We will write up and email list to everyone.
Anne René Elsbree    &    William DeJean 
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