LGBTQ Terminology Activity

	Gender Identity


	An individual’s emotional and psychological sense of being male or female. Not necessarily the same as an

individual’s biological identity.  

Gender expression refers to the ways in which people externally communicate their gender identity to others through behavior, clothing, haircut, voice, and emphasizing, de-emphasizing, or changing their bodies’

characteristics. 
Note:  An example of Gender Identity would be a boy or man who feels inside that they were born in the wrong body and are actually a girl or woman.



	Heteronormative


	The punitive rules (social, familial, and legal) that force us to conform to hegemonic, heterosexual standards for identity. The term is a short version of "normative heterosexuality.” It refers to the way society position people to

see heterosexuality as the normal and anything else is odd, queer.  The term was coined by Michael Warner in 1991 in his Social Text article, "Introduction: Fear of a Queer Planet” (Social Text, 1991; 9 (4 [29]): 3-17.), one of the first major works of queer theory.



	Homophobia


	Fear, hatred or dislike of homosexuality, gay men and lesbians. 

Especially in others, but also in oneself (internalized homophobia).




	Punk
	Punk
A slang term, originating from Shakespeare to refer to a prostitute, but it has been a common term used in the American prison system, referring to someone who lets his person or property be used and abused because he is afraid to stand up for himself. It is a derogatory word to describe a man being a receptive sexual partner.

Caution: extremely offensive when used as an epithet.



	Queer
	Originally a pejorative term for gay, now being reclaimed by some gay men, lesbians, bisexuals and transgender people as a self-affirming umbrella term.  

Caution: Still extremely offensive when used as an epithet.



	Sexual Identity


	Innate sexual attraction. Use this term instead of “sexual preference.” 

Note:  Some people object to the term "orientation" and instead prefer the term "Sexual Identity."



	Straight Ally


	Any non-LGBT person who supports and 

stands up for the rights of LGBT people.



	Transgender
	 (adj) An umbrella term that can include preoperative, postoperative or nonoperative transsexuals, female and male cross-dressers, drag queens or kings, female or male impersonators and intersex individuals. If an individual prefers to be called transsexual, drag queen or king, intersex, etc., use that term.
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